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ng Himane-Com poſures,is denying the Scribd 8 
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Ian found that different Sentiments & Practice: 
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05 Lawgiver of the Chriſtian Church bas left 
put able, are very confiſtent with the Life and 
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with that part, proving the Confiſtancy of Sab(crib- 
ing the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith with the 
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had a Pamphlet ſent me lately, ; calbd a 
Vindication of the Pre sbyterian Miniſters of + 
the Notth of ' Ix £1 8D, Subſcribers: an 
on/ ſubſcribers, rom many ;$10/s and gu du , 
perſions caſt upon them in a late Scandalous Libel; 
ntituled, an Account of ibe mind of: the Synod ae 
geltaſt, 1721. in 6 ſbort Reply to Mr. Dugua's 
demarks upon their Declaration + Publiſped and re- 
om mended iy Victor Ferguſon, M. D. Read 
t over Deliberately twice or thrice, and was 
ot at all ſurpriz d at the Popular Air nh 
zhich it was ſett off; ſince I know this is Na- 
ural to ſome Perſons, to ' garviſh "every thing 
ith a Flouriſh. But when I'began to look in? 
o the Matter of this Viadication I muſticoufels; 
Ir has done the Synod Juſtice, in Reipe&t ot rhe 4 | 
Declaration, concerning the Supreme Deity of te 
In of God, and in ſo tar vindicated Borh S 
fibers and Non: ſubſcribers from Dugud's/irwolous 
and Blaſphe mous Remarks, and expoſed either 
he Weakneſs or the Malice of the other Pamphe» . 
t of an Anonimous Author, who ſee ms to have? 
Miſtaken the Debate at the laſt General S. IÞ 
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I can ſcarcely Beljeve,. that any, Miniſter | 


8 could be the Author of that Paper; and ſo fat giv 
=” che. Debate at 1 898 5 
* Ace that 2 mpilet, ce +; 2 


= 4-4 Opportunity of appearivg in Priat.- 
I 
there axe three Things 1 would Remark N as 
a cerning iti N 68175 (dr. A «A: a ont 105 0 
Ff, li rathet ſeems to: be the Principles ol 


the Nom ſabſcriber a defend e, than a Liegen 2 
ob che Subſcribers &.Nourſubſcribers, : Had ãt been 
2 Vindication of boch, as 20, alledg d in R 
ſipect to cheir Practite at the Snod ; the orgy « 
ments ot each ſide, ought to have been ſet by! as; 
way of Juxta peſſition at full Length: But i 
2 have 20 Pages in a Rietorjcs), Flouriſty ſpents ll . 
- . by what Ptinsiples che ge FR 
=, Ru aged.?: 2111 wo 11.225 ti #393; :n 31 am 
WT 4 adh. we have itboldly "erred, chat neither E 
in aAntiquity nor from: Seripture, for the - firſt | 
"BY 300 Years, Creedsor.Gonfeffions can be ;prov'd. 2 WF 
be requir'd as, Terms ot Commu nian. 


1 zal, «We have not a true Hiſtorical Accouot 5 
WW! of rhe Tranſactions of t he Synod, in che Aﬀaig!l 
ol Subſcription:: Matters of Fact ace unfair 
$f repreſented, and ſome, things altogether: pals'd 
| over in Silence, which would have ſett the Con-) 
1 cords" in a —＋ * Ancs Nees van 7 
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| give yon ſome R-<fle&ions on it. page, 34. Wi 
bw they (viz. Non: ſulſcrubert) can't find any Foot- 
by Rep in Scriptur e, or Antiquity of che Chad . 
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« ever artempring to make ſuch a new Law WM 
4 for Impoſing Swbſcripreon, for the ſpace of the | 
« firſt Three Hundred Years from the Birth ot out 

« Saviour : and yet they obſerve with Pleaſure, 


that the want of ſuch aLaw in the Appoſtolical ' 
& pureſt Ages, down to the tourti/Cenmry, was 
( ſo far from doing the leaſt Prejudice ro true 
Feligion, that in theſe bieſſed Days ot the 


Golpel (when the Church required no Sub- 

« ſcriptiont at all) Truth, made more Triumpti- 
ant Coi queſts over Infidelity and Heretical 
& Pravity, and then Piety and Charity, Puricy 
and Holineſs, flouriſhed more than either in 
the Ape, which may Juſtly claim the Honour, 
(it it was any) ofthe Novel Invention, of Im- 
© pofing ſuch Subſeriptiuns, or any other that has 
„thought fit ro Coppy atter their Example, 
e and the Reaſon is plain. For, 

„ While Chriſtians were ftee in the matters 
* of Faith, from any Irfluence' and Interpoſiti- 
« on of Humane prone either in Chuzch or 

State, they embrac'd the Truths of the Gol» ; 
« pel, upon the ſole "Authority of the Holy 
« Scriprptes; and the Teſtimony of God, Tons = | 
« rain'd ig them, their Faith was aDivine Faich, WM 
* and deriv'd Strength from the Word of 'God, . WM 
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T ficſt Three Hundred Years ; yet L muſt Aﬀert, I frſt 
= that the requiring an Aſent to Truths of the If! 
Goſpel, in other Words chan Scripture Words, as tot 

à Term of Communion, was as early as the Days of I Scr. 
the Apoſtles, & practiſed univerſally in the Church; I fror 

to require an Ant to the Truths of the Goſpel & ¶ to x 
impoſe them by Subſcription, are Terms Equivocal Y 7 

in the Vindication page 3 5. But as ſoon as Councils 1 
echegan to dreſs upArticles of Faith in their dun ¶ this 

% Words,& to Impoſe uponChriſt's Servants, as a G0 
Term of Communion, an Aſſent and Subſcription, Þ Coz 
«ro the very Words in which theſe Aſſemb lies I ney 

* thought fic to Expreſs them, weak Chriſtians Co! 

« and ſuch as were Lazy, and lov'd a Cheap Re- Pra 

« ligion, which they could come at, without the cul: 

* Labour and Pains of ſearching the Scriptures, 0 

© began to have Mens Perſons in Admiration, | « « 
& to derive their Faith, not as their Fathers *« © 

© had done for Three Hundred Years, from the « ; 

© Teſtimony of Gop ; but from the Decrees © { 
de and Deciſions of Fallible Men, the Words of fl « 5 
Men began tobe Deified; for while the Pec- « ; 
Le ple perceived that theſe | Councils, laid ſo © +; 
much ſtreſs upon them, as to make an Explicit: iſ « } 
_« Aſſent and Subſcription to them, as Neceſſary « , 
de for holding Communion with the Church, as «c 
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e plain, that the requiring of an ent to the. 
© Trutbs of the Goſpel, is Equivalent to Su- 
% / 

If che Non-ſubſcribers will ſhew us in the New fl © 
__ Teſtament, that the Sub{ cribing the Bizrs;- is a4 
= ſufficient Teſt of Orthodoxy, or can Iuſtruct ] 
muhis to be the Practice ot the Church, for on | 
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frſt three a bee ala be ar an End! 
If I can Demonſtrate the requiring of an Aſſent 
to the Truths of the Goſpel, in other Words than 
Scripture Words, by a neceſſary Conſequence 
from the Scriptures, this I think is Equivalent 
to plain poſitive Precepts in the Word of God. 
Tnat a neceſſary ' Scripture Confequence, is 
IIe novAA (peaking in his Word, is plain from 
ſchis, that we muſt Impeach the Infinity Wiſe 
60D of Fooliſhneſs; it there cn be Heeeſſar 
Conſequences drawn from his Word, Which he 
never fotſaw, and is not his Will; at neceſſurj 
Conſequence from the Word in what relates td 
Practice, is a Duty, and is Jure Divino) if 
e culative, it ought to be believed. Alpe asdl 
„ot unlawful and forbidden Marriages, atè nt 
» © exprefly mentioned in the Law, bur Diverſtz 
set them to be collected by Con ſeque hee, this 
eis, either by Parity of Rxaſon; or by greater 
SE © ſtrength S for Inſtance, Lev. 18. 1 b Poↄ 
All © The: Nakedneſs of thy Sons Daughter, or of 
= © thy Daughters Daughter, even their” Nakegneſs, 
oNl © thou ſhalt wor uncover, for theirs is thine ou 
e“ Nakedneſs, hence the Conſequence is drawn 
Y © apari : Theretore a Man man map not un- 
Sl © cover the Nakedneſs of his greatGrand-Chiid, 
is © or of her who is the Daughter of his Son's 
de © Daughter, for that alſo is his own Nakedneſs, 
being a Diſcent in Linea Recta from himſelf?:- 
| © trom the ſame Text ix is coilefted a fortibri 
vil © that much leſs a Man may uncover the N... 
ah © keaneſs of his own Daughter, which yet is not 
& ns e xptefly | 
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© expreſly forbidden in the Law, but left to he 
e thus collected by neceſſary Conſ:quetice, from 
the very ſame Text ; tis like wiſe a neceſſary 
«© Conſequence, that a Man may not uncovet 
the Nakedneſs of her who is Daughter to his 
_ «-Witg's Son, or to his Wife's Daughter: For I ga 
<« hefe the Reaſon holds tis his own Nakedneſs, ha 
«his Wife and he being one Fleſh, which gives me 
te ground to that general received Rule, that à I ſti 
25 * may not marry any of his Wife's Blood, I by! 
cc nearer than he may of his own, neither ma 
« 2 Wife Marry any of her Husband's Blood, 1 C 
et nearer than ſhe may of her own. 2% 
Under the new Teſtament Diſpenſa tion, we © th 
have no poſitive Command for the Obſervation G 
of the Firſt Day of the Week, as the Chriſtian de 
Sabbath, but *cis gathered by a Neceſſary Con · G 
ſequence from the Scriptures, as that *tis called 
the Lord's Day, peculiarly twas a Time wherc- 
in the Church met for Religious Worſhip, for 
hearing the Word, and for Celebration. of the 
- Sacraments; | 4 S909 
If any Nonsſubſcriber ſhall deny | Scripture 
Conſequences, to be Equivalent to Expreſs plain 
Texts of Scriprure, then I would tell ſuch a 
Mulan, his Baptizing Infants, Adminiſtring the 
ms Communion ofthe Body and Blood of our Log 
1:34 to Women, is uncommanded Work, tis an En- 
croachment on our LoxD Redeemer's Royalty; for 
any of his Servants» who pretend to Derive any 
Authority from him» to give theſe Seals of i the 
Covenants without politiveOrgers from the Su- 
ems Lye. oo: . 
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| How mall we know that a Ghareb, „ | 
Church: or a Falſe? or that a Minftty, is a Teas © _ 
Miniſtry > but by nce. ſor the Scriptures 
no where tell us, that this Church or that, this 
Minifter or that, are True or Falie, this is to b 
gather'd by Conſequence, Vis. Whatever Churer 
has the Goſpel preach'd Purely, and the Sacra} . * 
ments Adminiſtred according ro Curisr's Inv 
ſtirmion, that is a True Church. But a Pres-. 
byterian Church, has the Word preach'd purely, 
and the S:craments Adminiſtred according to 
CHr1 ST'S Inſtitution, therefore a Pretbyteriats 
Church, is a True Church. * Ho ſhall we know 
the Scriptures themſelves, to be the Word of 
Gov, but by Conſequence ? for the Scriptures 
5 not prove themſclves to be the Word of 
. 

The univerſal practice of the Church; an all 
Ages, in obſerving the Firſt Bay of the Weeks 
as the Chriſtian Sabbath, in the Baptizing of In - 
fants, in admitting Women to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, is Foundation enough for our 
e Practice in this Age of the World, from which 1 
n Reaſon : that if - neceſſary Conſequence from 
a Scripture, & the univerſalPraRice at the Church, 
e is a Foundation for one Duty, then it is a Foun- 
dation for another: But a neceſſary Conſequenet 
- from Scripture, & the univerſal Practice of the 
t Church, is a Foundation for one Duty, therefore 
y for another; | need not ſpend Time to prove the 
ie Minor, bec auſe I think it is plaid from w_ Ob» 
18 | - _- fJerva- 
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PVC 
ſervation oſ the Firſt Day of the Week, as the 
Cbeiſtian Sabbath, the Baptiſm of Infants, and the 
Ad miſſi on ot Women to the Lord's Supper, and I 
conceive that I have ſhown, that a neceſſary 
_ Conſequence from the Sctipture, is IH 0 van 
 _ ſpeaking in his Word, what remains, is to ſhow, 
that tho there be no plain Texts of Scripture 
which require an Aſent to the Truths of the 
Golpel, in other Words than Scripture Words, 
as a Term of Communion, yet, that this can be 
athered by a neceſſary Conſequence from the 
Words, and Secondly, That this has been the uni- 
verſal Practice of the 'Church gn... 
Let us conſider that Memorable Paſſage in 


2 A, 8. We have Philips going down by a Di- 


vine Impulſe to meet the Eunuch, and the Spi- 
rits commanding him to Join his Chariot, we 
find the Religious Eunuch reading Iſaiah 53. 7. 
and we have the Conferrence between them, & 
Firſt, the Eunuch enquires, whether the Prophet 
ſpoke that of himſelf, or ſome other Man, on 
which Philip opened his Mouth, and -preach'd 
Jssus, and took for his Text, that ſame Scrip- 


eure, if we conſider what it is to preach JBS, 
w— we'll find it Comprehends a great Compaſs of 


Doctrines, and if we make a Judgment of Phi- 


y, Sermon by the Apoſtle Peter, Adr 2. We 


hall find ir contains the whole Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity: Peter had the ſame Theſis, ISS 
of NASARET H, no doubt Philips Sermon was 
very full. for tis allowed the Text afforded him 
as great a Latitude to Preach on the Glorious 
Tranſa&ion ot the Son of God; as any in the 
Old Teſtament. ky ee * C08 
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and *tis probable he was another "Cornelius, he 
{or gd to be in Communion with the Bod of 
CHRIS r, and therefore ſays here im Vater, what 
binders me to be Baptix ed ho he cz me to ask this 
Queſtion, is very uncertain, whether he might 
hear of this Initiating Seal of the Covenant 
of Grace, at Jeruſalem, and of the followers of 
Jzsvs. of Nazareth, it being a Sc&'every where 
ſpoken. of, for tho* it was not a Lear from the + 
Death of Cyrxrs r till this Time, yet the Mi- 
tacles the Apoſtles Wrought, and the Three 
Thouſand Peter Converted, and their Baptiſm 
thereupon» no doubt made a great Noiſe ; r 
whether Philip preach d up the Doctrine of Re- 
pentance, Remiſſion of Sin, and Baptiſm witch 
Pater, as Peter did, ſeems to me moſt probable: 
Hovever the Religious Eunuch underſtood, that 
by Baptiſm, he was brought within the Boſom 
ot the Viſible Church, and that he-wou'd hold 
Communion with the Members thereof, and 
and theretore ſays. here is Water, what binders 
me to be Baptized? . Philip immediately, re- 
quires his Aſſent to what he had been Preach. © 
ing to him, before he wou'd admit him, J. 371 
And Philip ſaid if thou Belicveſt with all thine Heart, 
thou mayeſt, and he anſwered, I Belieue that J-ſus. 
Chriſt ic the Son of God. V. 38. And they; 1 went 
drwn both into the Water, both Philip and the Eu- 
nuch, and he Baptized hin. | 
Here's a Man admitted to Communion; | by 7c 
giving an Aſſent to the Truths of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and this Aſſent requit'd in 1 
Words 
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3 mouſirated from the Word of Gon: I * 
dll che Non-ſubſcribers to ſhow me ſuch a plain 


| an extraordinay Goſpel Miniſter, when he Bay- 
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aul than Scripture. Words, for none” a 
— — was then Written, & all this De- 


Example in the whole Neu- Teſtament. 48 
— the Bible, only as a Teilt of  Orcly: 
' doxy, or as a Term of Communion. * 
ek ſhalt not be ſupriz d with an Obje&tion 
which will be readily ſtarted at the above Rea: 
ſoning, which is this, 4 
This Affair between Philip and th e Tocad, 
was an extraordinery Calc, as we find by Phis 
'dip's Commiſſion, and what he fpoke, was as an 
Evangelift, and as one Divinely lnſpir d, and {6 
Equivalenc to Scripture. 

For Anſwer to this, tis true indeed; tha 
| Philip had an extraordinary Commiſſion to \ go 
down to meet the £#uuch, to join himſelf re his 
Chartiot, & was carried away by the Holy Spirit 
afterwards; but tis as crue alſo, that Philip, tho 
2 Man Diviacly Inſpir'd, yet acted às an ordi- 
naryGoſpel Miniſter, very — ae the Apoſtles 
did, I hope none will alledge that Philip acted as 


tized the Eunuch, Bapeilm being a ſtanding Go 
Ordinance, to continue to the End ot the ll - | 
World, and likewiſe we find, this was Philips or- 4 
dinary Practice, to require an  Afſext to the A. J 
ticles of the Chriſtian Religion, as a Term ot U 
Communion, and an Aſem to theſe Truths þ 
preach'd by Philip, was enough to Enticle a) E 

E 

C 


who embrac'd them, to Commanion' with the 
| Body, tho' —_ had not ſaving Faith; lor we 


find 0 


A 


i find in this ſame Eight Chapter of ged., that 
Simon Maga Believing, 'was Baptised, and 'ads 
mitted by: this Ordinande to Communion 7 


us 
Twe 
the Kingdom of Gp: The Scriptute is the: 


n 


3 
911 


utes here, what Philip reached in the. 
Verſe, lt was the Thin conterning 


beſt Tat terer of 'Scripture, and hefeſs 
find: — this Perſe, with the 525 
Verſe ot the Firſt Chapter of this Bobk of Sy 
Aft; of che Apeſtles, that the Kingdom of G 

or the things pertaining to the Kingdom of G3 57 
Comprehend the Principles of the Chriſtian 4 
lig lon, which our Lord: reveabd to the Apofiles 
and which; were Preach'd by them, and like 
by Philip; who- was a great Man in the ah 5 
Charet ta hich Principles, Philip require; 
an Aſſent even from Amon Magus, before he 
Baprized; for ris {aid in the Thirteenth 77 


of the: Eighth Chapter, Then Simon bine, be 
ved alſo, 


:when he was Baptized, de contmued 
with PhiJipi &c- This Believing of Simen Mague, 
is 1 Faith; but only ** "Hſſent to the 
Truth uf 'thofe Thin gs preach'd by Philip, con- 


cery ing:che Kingdom of Gon, in the POM 
ing J 10 913 PE SY 9470 J | "ITS 
The Apoſtie Peter f Practice * th6 + 


4s 2% he had the lame Theme with 

Jz SVU 8'0f-Natarerh,® many Glorious 1 90 5. 
Deducts from it; the Effect it had upon Th 
Heaters Was this, They „were tl ba 15 in theft 
Hearts t thoſe great Truths, fent-home f 
— — e Spitit of God, thi 
Conviction did not 1e Emiicle them to Commubd i- 
on without believing = Doctrine of F * 
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A ot Sin and Repentance ;(tho? there vas | 


nviction, there was not Converſion Convet- 
ion can't be without Aſſenting to 8 
4 The Ne As many. as received: 


Baprized, receiving the Word, ani 
10 in Scripture is taken, either for ſayi 


lev» 
ing: Faith, 
or for a bare Aſſent to the Truths of the 0 Bplpel, 


1 they beligv'd., the Doctrine ot Repentavce 


And Remiſſion of Sins, they were not adm itted 
to 8 Verſe 41. Then ther bo gladh 
: 88 the Word were Baptixed; Here is the 
6715 of an Appoſtle and an Evangeliſt; 
| Gf the Tre an Evangeliſt) te quiting an Aſſem 
ruths ot the Goſpel; befote the Ad- 
Bf fon of any to Commupion, tis e Shay 
15 Divineiy Inſpit'd ; but the Queſti 
hether there were any ordinary Miniſter 
then i in the Goſpel Church; & whether:chey/ad- 
g be any to Communion hy Bapriſm? — 
e firſt nor the laſt, I ſuppoſe ue deny'd, 
on did they dothis?by deliveting to _ 
The plain expreſs poſſitive Texts of Seri 
to Subſcribe,or by propoſigg totheix Unde — 
I tlie Truths, ot the, Golp I in their own 
. as agtec able to the Mind of the A poſ- 
< les i was not by their embracing the Truths 
Y of he e Goſpel, upon; the ſole Authority 
5 e Holy Scriptures, and. the. Feſtimony of 
Gop contained in them, the New Teſtament 
Hh being not Written, ; which nom is the 
Au chentick Record, from which all che Prin- 
= of the -Griltian IR: INE: de 
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was wrote Nineteen Years after the Menton of 


of our Lon, and that: was the Decree of the 
Synod ot Jeruſalem, and the Letter of Claudius 


Lyſius, 50 Ealix the Governour. Luke wroteihis 
Golpel, in the Twentieth Year, John in the 


Sixty - Fourth Years according to Euſebiut, Pauls 
Epiſtles were written, ſome in the Thittietn, 
and ſome in the Thirty-Fourth Lear. How did 
ordinary Goſpel Miniſters receive any to Com- 


munion ja this Time? was it by Men's Sub 
ſcribing; the Bible? No, it muſt be by opening 


the Ttuths of the Göcgel to others, in their 
own Words, and as their Words were agree- 


able to the Dictates ot the Apoſtler, ſo fat it 


was the Mind of Gop, We have. far greater 
Advantages, now in theſe. Latter Ages of the 


World, than theſe who lived when PRINTING 
was not known, PRINT ING makes Learning 


Unive r{al, and we have the Sacred Word of Gop 
in every ones Hands by it, but when the New- 


Teſtament was wrote by the Apoſties, & the Holy 
Men of Gon, who ipoke as they were Inſpired, 


Copies cou'd not be ſo ſuddenly Tranſmitted 


to every Church, and the Cannon of the New 
Ten erg was Concluded near the latter ead 

ol the Firſt Century, and we muſt Believe it took 
up ſome Time aſterwards by the Church, to 


Collect theſe Divinely Infpired Writings, and 
to Tranſmit them to the ſeveral Churches, to 
be a Dernier reſort, ſince the Apoſtles were Dead, 
and nn s ſpringing up 5 4 8 ka Hr * 

. me”; * 


173 y TLhave been Conſulrin; Au- 
forms me, That the firſt: of ——— 


by 
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Nor whit did ordinary Goſpel” Miniſters [| 
do all this Time, till the New Teſtament be- 
came Univerſal? tis true there were Men who 
had extraordinary Gifts who were Immediate 
Succeſſots to the Apoſtles, but when they dro 
off, the wiſe God would not permit the Truths 
.of the Goſpel to be handed down by Traditi- 
on ſurely knowing the many Additions which 
:wou'd be annexed to his Laws, which wete ne- 
ver intended by him, fo that the New Feſta- 
ment, or the written Goſpel after the Death 
. . of theſe extraordinary Men was the Refuge the 
Church had, & not Oral Tradition, but then in 
this Time, Ordinary Gaſpel Miniſters receiv'd ma- 
ny to Communion, for the Word of God increasd 
daily by Impoſing Creeds, and Confeſſions in their 
own Wards, but {till agreeable to the Ixſpir ations 
of the Apoſtles, ſo that I may venture to ſay for 
the Firſt Century and the half of the next, the 
New Teſtament was not propos'd as a Term 
olf Communian ( it ever propos'd for Fourteen 
Centuries afterwards) but Creeds and”: Confeſſions ; 
— and yet we find it never complain'd of; unleſs 
by Hereticks, that the Officers in the Goſpel 
11 Church were making a New by Law, or Natroa 
ing the Terms of Communion, this was no Im- 
| Poſing upon t he Conſciences of Men, no Breach 
of Chriſtian Liberty, nor an Encroãchment on the 
Rights of Conſcience, the Plea of ſome Men in 
this laſt Age, whatever abuſe. there has been I ( 
of Church Power, after the Council of Niete, 
and in the Days of Antichriſian Dark« I} 1 
neſs, that is but a weak Argument for De- 
kending what Men call Chriſtian Liberty, and 
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| rh Rights of Conſcience, and Exclaiming againſt = 
rhe Impoſing Crted and Confeſſlons on thele, as 


Teſts of Orthodoxy, who profeſs to believe the 


t Articles of them, and will not com- 
ply with the Church, in offering their Scruples, 
in theſe things which themfelves think Non- 
Eſential,or Extra-Eſfential, whether this be not 
Humour or Stiffnefs, let the World Judge; but 
to purſue this a little further, I need no Argu- 
ments to Deſcend any lower than the Council 
of Neece, that's Confeſſedly given up by the Vindi- 
cation, but whether it can be proven from the 
remains of Antiquity, that an Aſſene to the Truths 
of the Goſpel was required as'a Term of Commu- 
1:08; before the Council of Niece, is the matter 
under Debate, I have ſeen and read all the An- 
cient Creeds, compos'd within the Firſt Three 
Centuries, as the Creeds of Ireneur, Terrubian, I- 
uatins, Origen, Cyprian, Gregory, Neo Cæſarienſes, 
as I ſind them at Large. quoted in Sir Peter King's 
Enquiry into the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, nit). 
and Worſhip of the Primitive Church, that Au- 
thors Integrity is fo well known to the World. 
that I doubt not, but theſe Creed: ate fairly ſet 
down; & Tranſcribed from the uthentick Writ- 


tings of theſel Fathers, from whence he took them, = 


to what purpeſe have we theſe Creedr iu the 
Writtings of theſe Fathers?” that ſame Learned 
Author tells us in his Critical” Hiſtory of the 
FFP 
The Smbolon was kept as a Secret, even from 
the Catechument, till after 4 Cn derable Time 
tlie Secret was imparted to them, and they o- 


bliged 


4 * - its i 3 * 8" * N LAS 4 * >" * £ CR 
N * >» oF 2 * » 8 od * 4 = _ * 7 
r * 1 * * * GE = 
: ug * 4 4 
v 4 & - 


45 72 bj 
f büged to Aſſent to it, before Baptiſm; the ker 
ſon of which Serecy we may ſes in the Preface to 
to the Critical Hiſtory of the Cread, and theretore 
*Juſtin Martyr. tells us, that the Catechumen; 
« before Baptiſm,.were obliged to give good 
© Proofs of their Reſolutions.to lead a Pious 


Religious Life, & had proteſted: their Conſent 
and * to all the Chriſtian NVertities, and 
ec then they were ſolemnly Baptized. +: 

Juſtin Martyr liv'd long betore the Council.of 

zece, tor he wrote his Apology in the One Hun- 

dred and Fiftieth Tear from the Birti of out 
Saviour; and be tells us further in his Seventy 
Sixth Epiſtle, $:8. 6. Page 248. that he Bap- 
tized with this, ymbolon, Whether he believ'd.in 
God the Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, Remiſſion of 
Sins, and Eternal Life, through the —_— : andin 
his. Seventieth Epiſtle, at Baptiſm they asbet. 
Daſt thou, Believe the Life Everlaſting, ana Remij- 
on of Sins, through the Church; this is called 9) 
Oprian, the Law, of the Smbel,and by Novatian, 
the Rule of Truth. 

The Creed was handed 4 from Father 
eto Son, as Faun Summary of the Necellary 
all Serigture Truths; not in Der ede in 
23 the ſame ſet Words, but only the denſe ot 

v Subſtance thereof, . which is. Evident from 

N 4th go, we ne vet find the Creed ewice.repeat- 

In the ſame Words, no, not by one & the 

ef 55 Father, as in the Two Creeds of Origenz&: 

60 The, Three Creeds of 7 ertulian, ſee the Haul 
60 c AE: ae. „ ii EE 
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Sure tis Fathioniable Secundone afin Barg MAT 
to Sum up Arguments into Propoſitions. 1 their : 
Contraries, I hall ſo far be Complaiſant in Sum- 
ning up. from what I have ſid, what I think 
are the Native Wa and their Contra- 


nes 3 
Firſt, The Empl ile, and an E- 
vangehiſt; requiring, an Foy 52 1 Truths ot 
the Goſpel, other Wotdsthan Sctiptute Wotds,* 
is a Foundation for our Duty in the fe" tale 
' Secondly, The 2 2 the Evangeiiſt acted 
here as ordinary arch ON cers, in requiring 
an-Aſſent to her Truths of tie Goſpel. as a 
Term pf Comm ͤ nm OY pn 
Thirdly, No pare, f the Wow Teſtament. was 
Wriceen'" when Pet On verthd- the Thirez Fhou- 
ſand, and Phil the Ennuch yer their Faith 
rasa Divine /Faith+ and they embrac'd The” 
Truths ef ehe Goſpel, inf were admitted 
to Communion, not upon the Sole Authotity of 
the Hdly Scripttres. oo EN 7 : 
Fourthly, There were many 6:ditary [Goſpel 
Miniſters who't&uited at Aſenr to che tuts 
of the Chriſtian Religion, in ortier Nye ah a 
Sctipture Words. 1 
Fifthly, Theſe Truths pb y ordinary 
Goſpel Miniſters, tho? in their own Words; and 
agreeable to the Dictates of the  Apofiles, x were 
the Mind of Goo. 5 
Sixthly. The rt al Praflice of the Chih 
for the firſt Three Centaries, © in requirin an | 
ene to the Truths ot Go, 284 Term of Co. 
munion, in other Words than Scripture Words. 
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prior, Wich the Ground ot the. — 1 
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8 a their Fus din the urs, * 
5 accordingly piled; on Bu. 
* 09g heath ;bang! Saturday; the 
. Ten atde Clone, und corre 
822 . Ain of. the In- 
5 5 8 5 eneud Mr. Holiday, vas che 
7 fi 7255 By Hay. — 8 — 4 
wile co: MWieſtuin 
; lm Eg th. a8 Ne his Fan W 
8 a 15 Licona, at Roterdam, che Modivas 
ond now. ask him, 5f he adherd to theifaid - 
a ene, nag it n we win 
as Mr. Haid har Queſtion, or not? and 
then it Was — movid, that the previous 
Neeſtion ou d be put, Whether ghax Vote! 2 


EY: pus Nu andre eating 
ut ace ngiy. id carry 
0 1 len M e ot the reſt: Mr 


in the \Hindication, whe pattie — 
to. him, char hig-Rotulal re-Decidry 
Ly to the Aſſane he gave to the u 
unfeſſon gt Faith, when . Was an 
ot proceed trom any Disbeliet᷑ of the Important 
| c e e it:; Ic vod be very Judt 

Mr. Hukday, ubarher the Power of tfig* 

Munch. is an Important Truth? it wowed fee? 
V an Expreſſion upon the Motion made i,ʒe 
rod, of putting a Vote relating to his Caſe ua t:: 
be power of the Church. was no Importaht 
Huth wih him, when: he ſaid, Calling che Rott 

a $4 Airs of Authority in ii. * | 
2 S 
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- The Gentlemen of 5 3 2885 2 
Str and no Doubt, this was rhe BY 
ol the whole Society, and ſo eat ern 
char Expreſſiom in their Charitable — age 
that they will endeavour Conſcie pre: 
ſerve the Hoxowr, Juſt Authority, Peace ire gn 
of our Eccleflaſticat Aſſemblies, © and in 
have not t ald ub the Extent of this 
„and if all their Sent iments be 3 
| My Haliday's, the calling of the Roll, baz an 
Kir of Authority. in it, that nod are only Af. 
ſociated Bodies, and have no Power to att Jiri: 
dicallys is what they have told after, and in ſo 
far the Anonymous Paper is rigbt in fay ing the 
Society deny the Power of bf ch Church; orf the 
Flouriſh taken trom che Circular Letter, -othit- 
vwiſe they act very unfairly; for there they tell 
1 ug, Vindication, Page 78. Ne take the Ac: r 
8 55 een alf our Brethren, that there have 
TY any Opinions vented, or received in our Solty in 
—  confiftant Ro -Artieles of ' Religion, or 
j 5 (auch at have been hitherto v 
| 


Aut 
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ed Important ct} 

- #be Defenting MinefFers. in 20 Kinde; Let 

ask but one Queſtion, was not the Arti e We 

Power and the Authority df the Church; to D. 

wh termine Juridically, always eſteemed an Impoi. 

wh tant Article among the Diſſenting Miniſters in 

the North of Ireland * and yet i all the Res. 

Ut ſoning of che Society, we 1 es Truth” call 
—_ in Weſtion. 4 

- L-cannot without Injaſtice. to the Sud, but 

lay hefore the Readet their Reſolution upon 

Ar. Nw Retuſal to lay: his . betore 


the 
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af. impoſing upon the. Gen 


m only. Gon is the e ad, thereigre” 
arg- > omen the Re to i 
y.to * Reaſons. Mr. Had has 
for, N a and char they ſhall-bs a2 0-- 
pen, to onvi don as he js, and conſequently” 
" pee, 7 e e TK, the AY 
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Reyerend Preghyrry of Dublin, 9 15 Ae | 
dropt, alter this was, A Reverend, Mr. 
Robert M. Hrid read an- wv L have; 


ſeen, that al idering the great. Jealouſſes that 
were fomevred among our People,. aud that it 
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put, it was carry'd' Vote nom. by a great Majo- 
rity, upon which, a great many ben bio 
teſted againſt tne Vote. How will Men ever dure 
to talk of Impoſetion, or, the Rights of Conſciente, 
when in the Face of the World they acted con- 
trary to their Principles? it was the Synad; 
Judgmenr and Li git, that then they * ſhou'd 
Poe that erin, _ the Proteſters in Effet Il © 
told them plainly, you muſt not act according © 
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betote the Seſſion, ſome . Brethren met. to conſult 
alter what manner, or in what formula, they 
wou d Subſcribe the minſter Confeſſion of Faith; 
the” formula of the reverend Synod; met at London: 


lerry in May laſt, was: under their Conſiderati : 
on hogever they thought fit to agree to 
formula in theſe Words. « We believe the Weſt: 
*-unſter Confeſſion ot Raith, to be founded on 


the wordot God, and therefore as ſuch, by 


te tis our Sulſeription do own the ſaid Confe Hen 


** asithe Conte ſſon of our Faith f:: 14.26 
This 


formula was read in the Sywods & agreed 
to, and ſubſcribed that Night; and the next 
Morning how the — cou'd be ſo 2 
rious to ſo many Miniſters, and dare to aſſert 
that they ſubſcrib d the forme in the ſc — 
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among credulous People, and certainly is very 
unchatitable; I the rather: mention it, becauſe 
this Argument is in great vogue with the Secicti⸗ 
Partin ans, which no doubt had it's riſe: among 
that Leurned dg. 
The ſeeming inconſiſtancy between Subſerib⸗ 
ing the MWeſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, and the 
Abjuratiou Oath, lies in this particular, in a 
reterrence in that Oath, to an AR of Parliament 
made in the ſecond Seſſion of the firſt» Year of 
the late King William and Queen Mary, of 
glorious Memory, Entituled an Act declaring the 
Neeb and Liberties of the Subject, and Jereling the 
 Sweceſfion' of the Crown. And the 4 SefZ. ot the, 
23 Article of the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, 
concerning the Civil Magiſtrate, I ſhall tranſcribe 
chat part of the Act of Parliament, and that part 
of the 23 Article of the MWeſtmiuſter Conſeſſion, 
' and endeavour to reconcile them, & ſhow theit 
Conſiſt ency, the AR tells that “all & every Pei 
T ſon & Perſons, that is, ate, or ſhall be 'recon- 
T cipd to, or hold Communian with the See, 
* or Church of Rome, or ſhall profeſs the Po- 

* piſk Religion, or ſhall Marty a Papiſt, hal 

V be excluded, and be for ever uncapable to ins 

| _*$herit, poſſels, or enjoy the Crown and Gc+ 
« vernment of this Realm, and Ireland, and the 
Dominion: thereunto belonging, or any part 
of the (ame, or to have, uſe, or exerciſe any 
J regal Power, Authority or Juriſdiction, witb- 
in the ſame, and in all, and in every ſuch 
dh de hoot oe eu 
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A in Religion, doth not make void the Ma- 


. Papith, before his mounting the Throne. 


Aſſurance by words, to the Nation, that 
 wou'd Maintain the rights of the Subj 7 rg 
and Religious, and had he done bo. bn a og 

ms 98 * King of theſe Wa gy 8. 
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i leagiance, and the ſaid Clown: and Goνο,n⁵ 


: 45 ment, ſhall from Time to Time deſcend to, sc 
_ «be. enjoy'd by ſuch Perſom or Perlons, ſo ie“ 


4 conciled, holding Commusion, or profeſſing, 
* or Matrying as atoreſaid, were naturaly dead. 
and. this is agteeable to what ithe tw] Nations 
ſtipulated in the ſecond: Article of the · Union. 


The Confeſſion tells us, Infidelity, or dite: 


iſtrares juſt and Legal Authority, nor tree 
K e People, from dito duk Obedience to 


. Him. 


The ObjeBlion flated i in "hy full . is Op 
How cou'd theſe Nations turn out King James, 


Exclude his Son or any Papiſt, from the Iheone. 
ſince Infidelity, or difference. In Religion, dotn 


not make void the Magiſttates juſt and Legal 
Authority ? and how is Sgalſeriding this n 


conſiſtent with the Aljuratin Qath, 


If we conſider the Caſe of the late King James, 
and the Reyolution Sttlement, we ſhali find the 
Nation was very well apptiz'd : of his Nins 3 


Theſe noble Patriot: who ſtrugled for the 


Bill of Exclufion.. were very ſenſible in What | Þ 


Danger the Proteſtant Religion wow'd be by him, 
they were qut-vored by a Higheflying Toryypartys 
in the Houſe of Commons, King James gaye 
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i; had he but preſented Clergyinien. FI "RY 
Chitich: ot E/ gland. to vacantiſees; had he not 
thruſt in Papiſis into the Univetſities. and id 
the chieteſt places of Truſt with chem, had he 
not made an open lavaſion, on the fundamental 
Laws: of the Nation, ſetup i difpenſia ing Powery 
made the Magna Charta, Magna Farta, King 
Jie might have enjoy d the Crown, and his 
own Rcligion, without Moleſtation, It was not 
his being a Pati that turn d him out, no it 
was the breach ot his Coronation Oatn. 
I hope there are no Pretbyreriaus wiil — chad 
"us laconfiltant with the MWeſtminſter Confeſſion; | 
1 i ure the Son of 2 torfeiting K.og 
us co ſider the Words ot the Confeſſion; 
| Infilelicy, or differente"jn Religion. does not mate 
vord,'the Magiſtrates Fuit aud Legal authority, 
the plain mearunyg of t thele Words, in tneir na- 
tive denſe, is nd more than this, that a Magi» 
—— who even does not ſo much as proteis 
de Chriſlian Religion, ot one that differs trom 
egy which is eſtablifked in the Countrey where 
helis; it his Commands or Authority, be agrees 
| able to the Laws of God, and the Municipal 
Laws of his Countrey, his Commands ought to 
be obey d, for Conſcience ſaks, it is Jult aud L 
gal Authority, aud wou'd have been ſo in the | 
Caſe of. King James, aud this Paragraph in the di 
18 exegetical of the preceeding two te 
Lines; ft is the Duty of the People to pray H 
4 for Magiſtrates, to honour their Perſons, to 
. pay them Tribute and ocher Derr 70 ey 5 


„ be 


FE 


©. their Lawful 9 and to be ha ue, 8 
« their Auchority, for Conſcience lJaks. ax A 
I have ſcen the Magna Charta of Erglang, © 
and. Read it, where "Twas ſtipy: ad betwcyne 0 
King and People, that it che So 'raigo made an 
| Iston upon the Original Contra, in that Caſe, 
the People might take up Arms," poſſ. Is them- 
ſelves of the King's Forts aud Cultics, wage 
War with him, take him, and Imp rilon tum, 
but ſtill the 
ſa fe. dd n 
If we con ſer the Oc gina! of Goreotaant 
tho? cis callee God's Orainabce, yct tis rom 
the People, Men. .j»ining in Sogisties, chooſing 
what torm of eee them, Ke 
Den le eee and ſoms Wen 
a f + * n ng. Ce 
. it d in the peoples hosen, to 2 
what Rules for Government, they 45 | 
per, for; the better regulatiog of itie C mm: 
wealth, to be recipiuc 1 ble yd; Þcaween 
the Mag iſtcate and the People, an open lova- 
ſion ot whe tundamental Chagas the Nation, 
had been frequently practiledd hy out: Rings, 
before King ,Jobn's Time, and, che e hy 
Original Conga, ©; obj id nh be © 
King James brake chrong ch, Sire Lore | 
dicated, or rather to uſe The Seger wot Y tors 
feited his right to the Cramn+for m lt; & his 
Heirs, ſo that the Original of e 
| 9008 90 bi 1 y 
1 7bo· 5 in g | Conference Beeyün the; Lords and 
Commons the word Abdicatigng "wee * 
4 Fotfeiture. 


King and his Family, FUE £6 be - 


= People IM 


Pope, it was not beezufe the Papiſt's ho 
Pepe, | Infalibtlity, Trunſulſtantiation Filę- 
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ed, no, but becau —— _ Nation wott'd be ſub. 
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done this way, is eable to What 1 m4 10 
call a ſecond Origin Contrag, becauſe the 
; Ciples of the Romſh Religion, are contrary 1 
the Britiſs e m and 1 


Papiſfr from the 'Goyerninene; what they jap 


tis a ſabj-Girg of the Nation, to a foreigh 
gurixdi&ion, : dire owning the Monarchy 
the Pipe, who unjultly claims a Vaſſalage from 


| Ss, it wou'd lay the Nation ut. 
der this Dilemma of no Security between the 


People and their Sor raign, fince the Pope cou't 


eaſily diſpenſe with the Coronation Oath of 7 
dodur wilt ©Legi/idtors; and noble Patriots, thong he 
there — de nd Safety in a” civil Society, 


r and the Alleagiance of the 


where- no Oarhs edu d bind the Conſeience, hut 
what might be eaſily diſpenſed with, by 4 
'*X 


es Penaiices, Pra erh. or the Dead: Praying*\ 
Angels er Saint? departed, that they were ee 


jeted tolthe See Sewralgn weu'd 
de Vaſſul re — hair, and not obligen 

to keep Faith with Hevericks, bat to believe that 
thoſe; who wou'd kill them, ' wow'd think khät 
they did God 200d Service, ſo that upon this 


Account; the Thöne was \ voted" vacant, the 


PEI RENT to the 9 2 Ritz 


Jann, 
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 rerurn'd' again Jul e 5 
of cod bite theſe Nations ro eule | 


being ſettled on the Throne, 
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this Lamitatidna that ip) Napf ſlowed evep ν,ẽ 
our Imperial Diaulem, ſo that ꝓut th s G. e. 
Pretender u d om among ſt us he Has do . 
nor Legal Aarhority; either "ary che A 
God; or the Lawn of the | Nation; Were 1 

29 d are not) that be is the Sow. f che 0 

ing Fart, lawfully begofteng wer vr 
this be à Jaſt Explication of that part . 
Weſt nrinfler Confeſſion of Faith, I leave t& dv 
Impartral I:quiret, fee what che Comeſſon lay 
c . the ſame 8ecti from whith. Eectefiafticat' 
© Perfons: aft not exempted, much lefs hath the 
«Pope an Pow'r or Jurisdiction, ober them ii 
« theif Dominions, or over any of ther P.]A]¹ 
pen ad leaſt of ally td deprive chem of theit” 
%Dominions of Lives; ihe thafl / judge them 
ct. 5 de Hrrerirur, or upon n Prerenur unn 
cc TER: . $f Mig T7 

Ie wi an expreſs Commind' given to ce 
jews, when; they were carried away Captew, in 
2 Letter wrote to them by the Prophet 
ab, Chap. 29: vets 7 tha they fhou'd ſeek the Pence 
of the CMV wh they were carried away 
tive; by which we are to underſtand, ea they 
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| were to Obedience to the MagifFriztes ſuſt 
40 2d I Command, ad far as vt bred eo the- 
* | god! of che place, but if theſe Commiatid$s ere 


repugnant to the Divine Low, then they were 
1 bor Reculants; as in the” eaſe of the thies' 
Childrens falling down before Nebachbdibedry' 
Image, and in tint of Das, in not cesſing to 
% = to the God of 9 tho. he had an Im- 
& reti 
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had an Imperial Edict to the contrary, ſee the 
Text qusted in the Confeſſion, u e have our ex- 
alted Radeemer s Example, and the Primitive 


0 Chuieb; till. that time when the Magiſtrate be- 


came Shriſtian, if we wou'd tematk the Conduct 


of theſe very Perſons, Who cry out of this Ircon- 
filaney of Subſcribing the Weſtminſter Conf. (ſion, 
ith the Ajuration Oath, . we | fhall find they 
emſelves have been as culpableias any. 
I I doubt not but all the Gentlemen of the S. 
cjety, at their Licenſing, or Ordination, Sub- 
ſcrib'd the Confiſſon of Faith, this I know that 
ſome of the chief of them, were moſt punctual, 
in binding up Candidates, for the Miniſttey, to 
that Confeſſon, who now are of another Princi- 
ple, ſince their Subſcription of the Mieſtminſter 
Comfeſſon, they have taken the Oath: of Aljura- 
tion, upon regiſtering their Meeting-bowſes, is not 
their taking the Oath after Sub ſcription, as incon- 
ſiſtent, as to Subſcribe after taking tbe Oath. 
I believe by this time I have not pleas'd the 
Non: ſubſcribers, nor neither can I ſay, tis with 
Pleaſure to my ſelf, that I'm; oblig'd to let the 
World ſee our Affaits uader fuch ws melanchol - 
ly Aſpect, I wou'd not have done it, had it not 
appear'd. ro me, that/, Credulous People were 
apt to be Impos'd on, I have treated no Man's 
Petſon with diſreſpect, and Ichallenge all the 
Non. ſubſcribers,” to far, I haut not given a juſt 
Narrative ot Matter of Fact, andias tor the Are 
gument, I doubt not but the willi be Nibbling 
at It; and I am prepaid to de ſend a & 4 46 
pitt tas i O33 inovs:H io bord 23 03. Nen. 
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